With the violent spread of Islam, the new religion that emerged from the East in the early seventh century of the Christian era, the face of the Old World of the Mediterranean changed. Shortly after the death of Muhammad, the army of Allah carried the new faith across the borders of Arabia. After the Byzantine garrisons in Syria had been overrun, Persia was invaded and conquered. Then Egypt was subjugated, and less than a century after the Prophet's death North Africa fell and the Arabs faced the Spanish mainland. Looking across the straits at the mountain that was to become the monument of that fateful day, the Arabs named it Gebel Tariq ("the mountain of Tariq") for their general Tariq ibn Ziyal; today it is known as Gibraltar. In the summer of 7I0 the mainland was invaded. Spain collapsed after the battle at the mouth of the Barbate the following year.

